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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEEING 
S/S PASS MR. SISCO 

EOR YOUR INEORMATION AND GUIDANCE EOLLOWING IS PARTIAL 
EXCERPT PROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEEING 
DECEMBER 18, 1973: 

QUOTE: Q. WHAT IS THE AMERICAN REACTION TO THE ANNOUNCE- 
MENT BY SYRIA THAT IT WILL BOYCOTT HE OPENING ERIDAY OP THE 
PEACE TALKS IN GENEVA? 

A. PIRST, I WOULD HAVE TO SAY THAT ALL WE HAVE SEEN IN 
THIS DEPARTMENT THUS PAR ARE THE VARIOUS PRESS REPORTS ON 
THIS. TO MY KNOWLEDGE, WE HAVEN'T RECEIVED ANYTHING 
OPPICIALLY PROM THE SYRIANS; AND I WILL LEAVE ANY SUB- 
STANTIVE COMMENT ON THIS TO THE SECRETARY'S PARTY. 

Q. WOULD YOU RECEIVE ANYTHING PROM THEM OPPICIALLY? DO 
YOU EXPECT TO RECEIVE ANYTHING? 

A. ON BACKGROUND, WE THINK WE WOULD RECEIVE SOMETHING; YES. 

Q. WHY? IN ANSWER TO WHAT? DID THEY RECEIVE AN 
INVITATION PROM YOU; DID THEY RECEIVE ANY INVITATION PROM 
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A. ON BACKGROUND AGAIN, CERTAINLY THE SYRIANS, AS WELL AS 
THE OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES, HAVE ALL BEEN INVOLVED IN 
THIS QUESTION OP THE INVITATIONS ALL ALONG. 

Q. THE PORMAL INVITATIONS HAVE NEVER GONE OUT, HAVE THEY? 

A. NO. 
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Q. IS THERE ANY REASON THAT THE TALKS CAN NOT GO FORWARD 
ON FRIDAY IF SYRIA FAILS TO ATTEND? 

A. ON BACKGROUND, WE CONTINUE TO EXPECT A PEACE CONFERENCE 
THIS WEEK. 

MR. HARE: I WOULD LIKE TO, IN CONNECTION WITH THIS 
SITUATION IN ROME, THE TRAGIC CIRCUMSTANCES THERE, JUST 
MAKE ONE FURTHER COMMENT. TM NOT IN A POSITION TODAY TO 
GIVE YOU ANY FACTS AS TO THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO DIED OR 
HOW MANY AMERICANS MIGHT HAVE DIED THERE. CERTAINLY, OUR 
DEEPEST REGRETS GO TO ALL OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO WERE 
KILLED AND THEIR FAMILIES. AND WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO OFFER 
OUR SYMPATHIES TO THE GOVERNMENT OF MOROCCO, AS PEOPLE, AT 
THE LOSS OF FOUR LIVES - OFFICIALS - WHO WERE ON THE PAN 
AMERICAN PLANE AND ALL OF WHOM WERE ENGAGED IN PROMOTING 
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR COUNTRY. END 
QUOTE. RUSH 

NOTE BY OCT: POUCHED SANAA. 
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